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The following is taken from 
President Roosevelt’s address be- 
fore the National Congress of 
Mothers, in Washington, D. C., on 
March roth. “As regards our pub- 
lic schools, I want to put in a spe- 
cial word in behalf of the right 
kind of playgrounds. No school is 
a good school if it has not a good 
playground. Remember that in the 
city especially it is an outrage to 
erect a school without erecting a 


playground to go with that school. 
It is the gravest kind of wrong, not 
only to the children, but to the 
whole community, to turn out the 
boys and girls, especially in the con- 
gested part of the city, with no 
place to play in but the streets. 
There can be no more important 
reform than to provide adequate 
playgrounds, and a_ beginning 
should be made here in the District 
of Columbia.” 
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LOS ANGELES PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 


REPORT OF PLAYGROUND COMMIS- 
SION FOR YEAR ENDING 
NOVEMBER 30, 1907. 


PLAYGROUND NO. I. 


URING the year the children 

and young people have en- 

joyed to the utmost the games, 
sports, and gymnastic drill, and free 
play upon swings, see-saws, may- 
poles, and other apparatus, which 
this ground provides. The little 
folks have amused themselves in the 
sand-boxes, playing with the large 
blocks, while the adults have found 
pleasure in watching all that was 
going on. Count being taken once 
during the day of those present, 
53,948 represents the attendance for 
one year. But this, of course, does 
not include all who come and go, 
or indicate actual number of visi- 
tors. 

Little gardens were again culti- 
vated to the number of forty-eight, 
and the children proudly carried 
home their products of vegetables 
and flowers. A system of daily 
marking for care and neatness was 
instituted, and in June prizes were 
awarded to those whose gardens 
showed the most faithful and dili- 
gent attention. 

The two small showers accom- 
modated 1,091 children with hot 
or cold baths. 

The large open-air gymnasium, 
measuring 40x60 feet, with its roof 
to protect from sun or rain, was 
continually populous with boys. 
Here, besidcs the free play, Direc- 
tor McLellan conducted a class in 
regular gymnasium work. 

In the various field sports base- 
ball and football led, as usual, and 
one football and three baseball 
teams were organized. Suits were 


secured for the first baseball team, 
and contributions for this purpose 
were received from Mr. C. C. Des- 
mond, Dr. George L. Cole and Miss 
B. D. Stoddart. Seventy match 
games of baseball were played upon 
the home field, or were participated 
in by Playground No. 1 teams upon 
outside grounds. Five match 
games of football were played 
upon the home field. 

The grounds are open on school 
days from two o’clock until dark. 
They are also kept open at the 
noon hour for the benefit of the 
800 children of the Seventh Street 
School, where the facilities for 
play are poor. They are open all 
day on Saturday, holidays and 
during vacation time. On Sunday 
afternoons they serve as a park for 
the neighborhood, but ball games 
and gymnasium work are not car- 
ried on. 

The Kindergarten of the near- 
by school has also spent many 
mornings in full possession of the 
playground. 

This year interest in girls 
games and. athletics was greatly 
stimulated by the creation of the 
position of assistant. A woman 
was appointed to take charge of 
girls’ work, dividing her time be- 
tween Playgrounds No. 1 and No. 
2. During the summer Miss L. M. 
Corella supervised the play. One 
of the chief features at both play- 
grounds was the organization of 
basketball teams. And an interest- 
ing outgrowth of this was instruc- 
tion in sewing, the girls bringing 
to the grounds material for their 
suits, and being taught how to 
make them. Miss Edna Best is 
now in charge, and the work is con- 
tinumg to develop. The care of 
the little children, the leadership 
of older girls in their games, ath- 
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letics and gymnasium work, de- 
mand that each ground have a 
woman assistant. 

The girls’ ground is in receipt of 
basketball goals, the gift of Mrs. 
Harriet Taylor. 

The position of janitor was cre- 
ated in October. One of the play- 
ground boys serves by the hour in 
this capacity, caring for grounds 
and club house. 

The location of the superintend- 
ent’s home upon this playground 
has proven of great value in mak- 
ing the place a real center of neigh- 
borhood activity. It is hoped that 
in time each playground may have 
a resident director. 

The Water Department has 
kindly improved the system of 
water pipes which it originally fur- 
nished, replacing the 34-inch pipe 
with 1%-inch, thus making it pos- 
sible to keep the grounds well 
sprinkled. 

The Board of Public Works, 
also, has aided in eliminating dust 
by oiling the adjacent streets and 
alleys. 

CLus House. 

The building for indoor recrea- 
tion was finished this year. It is an 
artistic bungalow, the main room of 
which is about 25x36 feet, with one 
end elevated as a stage. A large 
open fireplace, many windows and 
electric lights, together with chairs 
and tables for grown people and 
children, make this a pleasant place 
for meeting. A small club room, a 
dressing-room, a _ kitchen and a 
store-room complete the house. 

Library work, in its various 
branches constitutes an important 
function of the Club House. 


Other interesting useful 


works are a course of stereopticon 
lectures, concerts and dramatic en- 
tertainments given on Friday even- 
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ings during the winter months. 
Miss Edna Best has this in charge. 
Volunteer service is rendered by 
professofs from various schools 
and colleges, by musicians and 
leaders in dramatic schools, thus 
making this public course very in- 
teresting and instructive. 

A gymnastic club for boys, led 
by Director McLellan, and the 
Young Stanford Club, led by Su- 
perintendent Raitt, hold weekly 
evening meetings. Miss Best is 
also forming an afternoon club for 
young girls, and an evening club 
for older working girls. 

Groups from the neighborhood, 
or classes from the near-by public 
school, are welcome to use the 
house, and a number of pleasant 
social ‘gatherings have already 
taken place. 


PLAYGROUND No. 2. 


On the afternoon of May 18th 
hundreds of people attended the 
opening of this ground, the chil- 
dren thronging around swings, 
maypoles and see-saws for their 
first play. Addresses were made by 
Mr. Baker P. Lee and Mayor Har- 
per. An athletic program, consist- 
ing of pyramid work by the Poly- 
technic Gymnasium Club, exhibi- 
tion tennis games by the students 
of the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, and basketball contest by 
girls’ teams from the public 
schools, was presented. 

This playground has proven ex- 
ceedingly popular, and since its 
opening there have been 32,160 
visitors (count being taken once a 
day of those present). Led by Di- 
rector Oliver I. Best, the boys have 
had a profitable summer in athletic 
work. Twenty-six match games of 
baseball, and thirteen match games 
of football were played here, or 
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1. Out-door Gymnasium, Los Angeles, Cal. 

2. Utah Street School Vacation Playground, Los Angeles, Cal. 

3. Girls’ Basketball Contest, Inter-Playground Track Meet, Los Angeles, Cal. 

4. Out-door Gymnasium Playground, No. 1, Los Angeles, Cal.; Largest in California. 
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were participated in by Playground 
No. 2 teams upon other grounds. 
Training for the Annual Track- 
Meet was one of the leading activi- 
ties. The girls under their leader 
have enjoyed basketball, tennis, 
croquet and the play apparatus. 
They were also instructed in the 
making of their suits. 

The privilege of hot and cold 
showers has been eagerly sought, 
the baths having numbered 1,672. 

Two small houses, containing the 
showers, dressing-rooms and store- 
rooms, were built last year. 

Grounds and houses are kept in 
order by one of the playground 
boys, who is employed by the hour 
as janitor. 

During the spring the chain- 
gang performed valuable service in 
filling and grading the playground. 

The equipment of Playground 
No. 2 will be completed at an early 
date. A _ vine-covered fence will 
separate the playground proper 
from a border of parking which the 
Park Department will soon plant. 
Trees and vines will also be planted 
in the playground, and cement 
steps will lead up the terraces. 
Plans for a modern outdoor gym- 
nasium, similar to the one at Play- 
ground No. 1, are being drawn by 
Superintendent Raitt. The build- 
ing of a club house is also con- 
templated, similar in accommoda- 
tions to the one at Playground No. 
I, but twice its size. A beautiful 
site overlooking Echo Park Lake 
has been selected for the structure, 
and this center for indoor recrea- 
tion will prove one of the most use- 
ful and attractive features of the 
playground. When all contem- 
plated work shall have been fin- 
ished, Playground No. 2 will be a 
beautiful, well-equipped place of 
recreation. 
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PLAYGROUND No. 3. 


The second and last payments on 
the purchase of the land were made 
during the year, making the total 
paid $8,943.90. 

This site lies in the midst of fac- 
tory and railroad industries, and 
was purcased with the idea of 
building thereon a substantial in- 
door recreation center, similar to 
those in many eastern cities. Plans 
for such a building are now under 
way by the architectural firm of 
Hunt, Eager & Burns. While both 
sexes and all ages will enjoy the 
privileges of this center, it is in- 
tended particularly to serve as an 
evening resort for the many hun- 
dreds of youths and young men 
who live in the boarding-houses 
and lodging-houses of the vicinity. 

The chief feature will be a well- 
equipped gymnasium, measuring 
44x80 feet, and two stories in 
height. A running track will form 
a gallery. The gymnasium may be 
used as an auditorium, as it will 
have at one end a stage 19x25 feet. 
This stage can be shut off and used 
as aclub room. On one side of the 
stage will be a kitchen, on the other 
side, a library, each of which can be 
used as a dressing-room. In a mez- 
zanine floor are a workshop and the 
physical director’s room, the latter 
fitted with appliances for measur- 
ing gymnasium pupils. On the floor 
above is a neat little five-room 
apartment, the home of the director. 
Above this is a pleasant roof gar- 
den for public use. In the base- 
ment, which is but a few steps be- 
low street-level, there will be a sys- 
tem of hot and cold showers, an- 
other very important feature of the 
center. Besides the necessary store- 
room and furnace room, there will 
be two bowling alleys, a club room, 
and headquarters for the city visit- 
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ing nurse. The building will be of 
brick and plaster, and of Spanish 
architecture. It will cost probably 
$30,000. A part of this sum, it is 
anticipated, will come from private 
sources. For the future a greater 
plan is contemplated, and when 
adopted, this building will form but 
one wing of a larger structure, 
which will surround a court on 
three sides. The two new sections 
will be devoted principally to a 
larger bath system, and to a mod- 
ern plunge of ample proportions. 
When complete, the first Municipal 
Recreation Center of Los Angeles 
will take its place for usefulness 
and beauty with many centers in 
eastern cities. 
PLAYGROUND No. 4. 

On May 14th this ground was 
formally opened, the program con- 
sisting of an address by Mr. Par- 
mentier, followed by contests at bas- 
ketball and handball by teams from 
the public schools. 

In preparing the ground, the 
chain-gang had the difficult task of 
grading and terracing. 

The Water Department very 
kindly laid the piping, using the dis- 
placed 34-inch pipe taken from 
Playground No. 1. 

The ground is simply equipped 
for basketball, handball and croquet. 
Preparations are being made, how- 
ever, to add tennis, tetherball and 
other games. 

Since its opening, the ground has 
heen used by the neighborhood, and 
by the school opposite, without the 
oversight of a director. The posi- 
tion of director, however, has been 
created, and a man will at once take 
charge each afternoon after school, 
and all day Saturday, and will or- 
ganize regular playground work. 


PLAYGROUND NO. 5. 
Owing to the hilliness of the six 


acres of public land set aside last 
year for this playground, another 
section was substituted. By Ordi- 
nance No. 15,220 (New Series), 
August 20th, the City Council set 
aside for park purposes the entire 
tract of city land, comprising some 
forty acres. The section that will 
constitute the playground consists 
to fifteen almost level acres, lying 
along the Pasadena electric railway. 
About two acres adjoining this will 
be used at once as a school site. The 
remainder of the land will constitute 
the park proper. 

Mr. Charles Mulford Robinson, 
who has lately submitted a plan for 
beautifying our city, has advised 
concerning the laying out of the en- 
tire tract, and of the two acres of 
the Water Department. The may- 
or, several councilmen, and repre- 
sentatives from the various city de- 
partments interested, accompanied 
him to the site. The location com- 
mands magnificent views, and, pre- 
senting the ideal conjunction of 
school, park and playground, this 
tract will become one of the most 
attractive centers of the city. 

It is anticipated that grading and 
the planting of trees will be com- 
menced in the near future. 

Residents of the neighborhood 
have become interested in the plan 
of having a playground and are 
raising a fund to aid in its equip- 
ment. 

PLAYGROUND No. 6. 

This piece of city land was given 
for playground use (subject to 
withdrawal) by Ordinance No. 14,- 
519 (New Series), April 6, 1907. 
A playground is urgently needed in 
this part of the city, and it is hoped 
that in time this may be a center 
as well equipped as Playgrounds 
No. t or No. 2. Its size will allow 
for ample ball field, running-track, 
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and all out-door games requiring 
space. 

The chain-gang performed valu- 
able service in clearing the ground 
of accumulated rubbish. As soon 
as the proper soil can be secured 
to mix with the sandy foundation 
of this ground, an excellent ball 
field will be ready for use, after 
which other improvements will fol- 
low. 


VACATION PLAYGROUNDS. 


Castelar Street School, New Macy 
Street School, Utah Street School. 


The grounds of these three 
schools were equipped with play 
apparatus in the summer of 1906, 
and during vacation were conduct- 
ed as Vacation Playgrounds. Ap- 
paratus was allowed to remain dur- 
ing the school year, when the 
School Department engaged its 
own teachers to take charge of the 
work. 

From July 8th to September 
14th, of this year, the Playground 
Department again conducted the 
grounds. Baseball, handball, bas- 
ketball, croquet, quoits and _ field 
‘ports, together with play upon 
swings, chutes, see-saws, and lad- 


ders, were the principal attrac- 
tions. The grounds were open 
six days a week from _ nine 
to twelve, from two to five- 


thirty, and from six till dark, the 
last period being for the benefit of 
the working boys and girls. <A 
man led the work at each play- 
ground. Upon the creation of the 
position of a fourth vacation at- 
tendant, a woman was employed 
to take charge of the girls’ work at 
the three grounds, dividing her time 
among them. Miss Grace Gilbert 


successfully filled the position, car- 
ing for the little children and lead- 
ing the older ones in games and 


athletics. Sewing was also taught 
to groups of little girls. 

As mentioned before, teams of 
boys and girls trained for the Inter- 
Playground Track-Meet, which 
marked the close of vacation. 

The three school baths were kept 
open, and 1,846 showers were 
given. The boys’ baths were in 
charge of men attendants; the girls’ 
baths in charge of the school and 
district nurses. 

The apparatus, with the addition 
of a maypole on each ground, has 
again been left for the use of the 
schools, and the School Depart- 
ment, with its men in charge, will 
conduct the playgrounds during 
the school year. 

Plans are in progress to equip at 
an early date a fourth ground, that 
of the Fourteenth Street School. 
The children, teachers and Child 
Study Circle of that school by a 
special entertainment raised the 
sum of S100, which they have of- 
fered to the Playground Depart- 
ment towards an equipment fund. 
With the consent of the School 
Department, several hundred dol- 
lars will be added to this, and ap- 
paratus will be installed. As the 
ground is large and situated in a 
thickly populated district, it is be- 
lieved that it will prove serviceable 
both as school playground, and, 
during summer, as a _ Vacation 
Playground. 

This fiscal year’s generous ap- 
propriation of $40,000 is making it 
possible to place the work upon a 
larger scale, and it is believed that 
the foundation of a splendid sys- 
tem of playgrounds and recreation 
centers for the city of the future 
is now being laid. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Besste D. Stroppart, 
Secretary. 
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THE FORMATION OF PLAY- 
GROUND ASSOCIATIONS. 


S there seems to be a very gen- 
eral tendency throughout the 
country at the present time 

toward the formation of play- 
ground associations, on the one 
hand, and a rather limited appre- 
ciation, as it seems to me, of their 
value on the other hand, I have felt 
that a brief consideration based on 
a considerable experience and 
thought on the subject, might be 
timely. J regard a playground as- 
sociation as a very important help 
to a city, whether playgrounds are 
already carried on by the city gov- 
ernment or not. I feel also that it 
is of great value to the citizen by 
keeping him in touch with city af- 
fairs, and by stimulating in him the 
idea of social service and of gen- 
eral public usefulness. I believe 
that if we could get a similar or- 
ganization of public-spirited citi- 
zens behind each of our city de- 
partments, that they could be main- 
tained with much greater efficiency 
2nd without scandal or extrava- 
gance. 

I have noticed that some cities 
seem to feel that the use of a play- 
ground association is only to get 
the city government to take up the 
work, but this, in my opinion, is 
only the beginning, and not by any 
means all of the work which the 
playground association should un- 
dertake. No city provides play- 
grounds for more than one-tenth 
or one-twentieth of its children at 
first, and to stand behind the move- 
ment until a playground is pro- 
vided within walking distance of 
every child, is quite a different mat- 
ter from getting the city to provide 
a playground for a few children in 
some congested portion of that city. 
Not only is it necessary that there 


should be such an association to 
secure development, but also to see 
that the movement does not fall 
into the hands of politicians who 
might use it as a means of private 
aggrandizement; for a playground 
under political control and direc- 
tion is rather worse than no play- 
ground at all. 

The maintaining of playgrounds 
is now recognized as a municipal 
function in all progressive cities, 
consequently every city is or should 
be now maintaining playgrounds. 
In order to secure the best results 
every city has, or should have, a 
playground association. 

[ am often asked, “How should 
ve go to work to organize?” In 
general it is necessary to arouse 
public interest to begin with, which 
can be done in either of two ways, 
separately, but can be done more 
satisfactorily by the use of the two 
together. The first way is by get- 
ting the papers of your city inter- 
ested, and getting them to start a 
campaign for establishment of 
playgrounds. You can get litera- 
tur and pictures for such a cam- 
paign from our office at 624 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York City. The 
second way is to get some promi- 
nent public speakers to come and 
give illustrated or other addresses 
upon the subject, and to try and 
get out all the people who are in- 
terested to hear the address. An 
address by Jacob Riis, Dr. Gulick 
cr Joseph Lee, will be sure to bring 
out an audience, and to receive 
pretty full attention in the papers. 

Having held the public meetings 
it would be wise to call together at 
some public place representatives 
of the leading women’s clubs, of 
civic associations, of the Board of 
Education, of the Park Depart- 
ment, of the Board of Health, of 
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the Police Department, of the 
Y. M. C. A., and the Common 
Council of the city, to discuss the 
situation and form an association. 
It should have a constitution, a 
president, secretary and treasurer, 
and hold monthly meetings. 

Your next move in general 
should be to find the sites which 
are available, or possible locations 
for playgrounds. In this connection 
you should look over the public 
parks, and all of the grounds of the 
public schools, and find the ones 
which are suitable for playgrounds. 
It would be wise for you to make 
a plan, which will cover the entire 
city, so as to provide a playground 
within half a mile of every child, 
before you have gone far with your 
plans for playground development. 
Perhaps you can get the mayor to 
appoint a commission which can go 
thoroughly into such plans and 
make a careful study of all possi- 
ble locations, Ofttimes there may 
be an abandoned cemetery in the 
city which might be made use of or 
there might be a marsh or a pond 
which could be filled in, or there 
may be some part of a public park 
which is not now being generally 
used. It will not take you very 
long from the use of Blasts Platt 
books, which may be found in any 
real estate office, to find every va- 
cant square of two acres or so 
within the city limits, and you ought 
to get track of these at once so as 
to find what grounds there are that 
might be purchased. If you put 
it on the map showing all of these 
areas, all of the public schools of 
the city with their registration, you 
will know pretty well the desirabil- 
ity of each site for playground pur- 
poses. 

Having selected the sites which 
you wish to recommend to the 
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Board of Education and the Park 
Board for playgrounds, committees 
should be appointed to wait upon 
these bodies and ask them to equip 
and maintain playgrounds on these 
sites. In most cases this will mean 
a request for a special appropria- 
tion from the City Council, and 
you should strengthen your cause 
at once by a full presentation of 
the matter to them. 

It is very likely, however, that 
the city may not be disposed or 
may not be able to take up the 
movement as a municipal under- 
taking the first year. There are 
very few cities that have done so. 
In nearly every case the work has 
been organized by private initiative 
and maintained by private initia- 
tive during the first year or years. 
In that case, it would be necessary 
for you to raise money in order to 
make a beginning. Many people 
have a dread of raising money. I 
have always had such a dread my- 
self. This seemed to me, until I 
began, a positive prohibition of 
my undertaking such a_ work. 
However, I have been completely 
surprised at the ease with which 
the money has been raised, and I 
think it has been a decided help to 
us rather than a hindrance. You 
will get the city interested in the 
movement much more quickly if it 
has to be supported during the first 
year or two by private contribu- 
tions. The papers will keep it con- 
stantly before the people, and those 
whom you appeal to for money to 
support it as a charitable enterprise 
will be much more ready to work 
with the city government to get 
them to take up the work as a pub- 
lic enterprise than they would if 
they had not contributed. The first 


thing to do is to get your finance 
committee together and get them to 
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make up a list of names of those 
whom you think might be interest- 
ed in such a movement; send them 
a letter of appeal with such litera- 
ture on the subject as you may 
have on hand (a supply of which 
you can always get from us at the 
office), and ask them to contribute. 
It does not take very much money 
to start a playground. 

Try and get a strong committee 
to work with chruches and get all 
of the pastors of the city to preach 
a sermon or a part of a sermon on 
the moral dangers of the play of 
the streets and the need of provid- 
ing play places for children. If you 
will send us the names of your 
clergymen, we shall be very glad to 
provide them with literature on 
which such a sermon might be 
based. Get the churches to give 
the contribution of Children’s Day, 
or of some other predetermined 
date, toward starting the play- 
grounds. You should get the pa- 
pers to give as full an account of 
these sermons as possible; that will 
keep the people interested and will 
put the work on a high moral plane. 

You should get the co-operation 
of the Superintendent of Schools 
and the Board of Education at the 
earliest possible date and get the 
schools themselves to co-operate in 
securing the school playgrounds. 
The ways in which this can be done 
are numerous, and it seems to me 
equally valuable to the children and 
to the movement. You might have 
the musical department give a con- 
cert for the benefit of the play- 
grounds or have a voluntary con- 
tribution in the schools for the pur- 
pose of starting a playground. 
All of these methods are pursued 
in different cities, but perhaps the 
most helpful method is to get the 
school to give an entertainment for 
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the purpose of equipping its own 
playground. One of the schools 
of Washington was equipped in 
this way last year, and | under- 
stand that most of the playgrounds 
of Indianapolis have been provided 
in this way. The bringing the chil- 
dren together to work for such a 
common end, creates loyalty to the 
school and a spirit of social help- 
fulness, which is a valuable ad- 
junct to moral education, and the 
children will prize more highly and 
be more careful of the equipment 
they provide themselves than they 
will if it is furnished for them by 
the city or an association. 
Henry S. Curtis, 
Secretary, Playground Association 
of America. 


MILWAUKEE PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 


3y Miss E. C. FotKMar. 


HE last of December, 1907, 
the Common Council or- 
dered the issue of $20,000 

in bonds to make first payment on 
iand for small parks and _ play- 
grounds, such land to be bought on 
the long-time contract plan (ten 
years), not more than one-tenth of 
purchase price to be paid in first 
payment. 

As we wished to make the $20,- 
000 make the first payment on a 
large amount of land, I called upon 
all parties making ten-year term 
bids on desirable plots and request- 
ed a modification of bids. 

Up to the present the following 
tracts have been bought: 

1. Beautiful parked piece of 13 
acres on river front, densely settled 
neighborhood: $45,000, of which 
$500 was paid down, no further 
payments for ten years, and then 
the balance in ten equal annual 
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payments; interest, 4 per cent. I 
ought to say here that one-half of 
this tract was donated, the $45,000 
being paid for the other half. 

2. A plot of nearly 3 acres just 
across the street from a large 
school, $31,000; $1,000 first pay- 
ment, balance in twenty annual 
payments; interest, 4 per cent. 

3. A tract of 8 acres adjoining 
a school-house, $38,500, paid as 
follows: 5 per cent. the first ahd 
second years, and the balance 
in nine equal annual payments. 

4. A tract adjoining a_ large 
school, $17,500; of this $500 was 
paid down, then no payment for 
five years, and balance in ten equal 
annual payments; interest, 4 per 
cent. 

5. A small piece on south side 
for enlargement of a school ground, 
$2,000. 

This makes a total of about 26 
acres in four parcels for small 
parks and playgrounds thus far, 
and as yet we have used only about 
$6,000 of the original $20,000 issue 
for first payments. 

\nd this is not all the good 
news. As a result of earnest ef- 
forts, Milwaukee now has a Muni- 
cipal Park Board, with appropria- 
tion for three years. This Board 
will do work similar to that of the 
Municipal Park Board of Boston 
and Chicago. 


PLAYGROUND 
HAPPENINGS. 
By Lee F. Hanmer, FIe_p 
SECRETARY. 

At a special election in Alameda, 
Cal., on May 2d, the electors of the 
city voted for the puchase of three 
playgrounds. A Playground Com- 
mission will be appointed, and a 
supervisor will be employed by 
the year. 


The residents of Upper Rensse- 
laer, N. Y., have expressed their 
willingness to subscribe to a fund 
which will bring about the estab- 
lishment of a park and playground 
for the children. 


Prospects for a municipal play- 
ground in Battle Creek, Mich., 
seem very good now that the move- 
ment has the support of the Indus- 
trial Association, 


Full arrangements have been 
made for the opening of the Vaca- 
tion Schools of Cincinnati, O. The 
schools are to be open for six weeks 
beginning July 6th. 


The State University of Mis- 
souri offers to start a “play school” 
in Hannibal, Mo., if that city will 
raise $300 to pay the expense of 
the director and apparatus. 


The Board of Education of 
Farmland, Ind., has purchased am- 
ple grounds in connection with the 
proposed high school for play- 
ground purposes. 


The following is taken from the 
speech of Mr. Tutweiler delivered 
before the Principals’ Club of In- 
dianapolis, Ind.: 

“The playground is a necessity 
and should be properly equipped 
and supervised. Some one objects 
that all this requires money. To 
be sure it does.. Everything worth 
having costs money and also time 
and thought. But do not truant 
officers, truant schools, juvenile 
courts, reform schools and peniten- 
tiaries cost money, too? The same 
objector says, ‘Yes, but we will 
have to have them too.’ Maybe 
for a while, but as the playgrounds 
increase (it has actually been 
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proved) youthful crime diminishes. 
The police and business men of 
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia 
and other large cities where play- 
grounds are being operated all tes- 
tify to this.” 


In response to numerous requests 
from the public the Hudson Coun- 
ty Park Commission of New Jer- 
sey has ordered and will install in 
a short time an elaborate play- 
ground equipment in the children’s 
playground of West Side Park. 


Work will begin at once on a 
plot of ground, 600x300 feet, 
which is to be used as an athletic 
field and playground for the chil- 
dren of Kansas City, Mo. 


A committee of five was appoint- 
ed as a result of an enthusiastic 
meeting of the citizens of Knox- 
ville, Tenn., whose duties are to 
put the matter of public play- 
grounds before the public. 


Mr. O. S. Ham, of Lewiston, 
Me., has offered the use of a lot, 
65 feet by 100, well shaded by trees, 
for use as a public playground. 
Provision is being made to have a 
competent supervisor in charge. 


On May 6th, the Park Board of 
Louisville, Ky., purchased twelve 
lots adjoining Shelby Park. This 
playground now has a frontage on 
two streets. 


The appeal of the boys to the 
mayor of West Lynn, Mass., was 
not in vain. The mayor has or- 
dered the Park Department to be- 
gin at once to level the Little River 
recreation grounds and make them 
fit for out-of-door sports. 


The Glebe Brotherhood of New- 
burg, N. Y., with the assistance of 
the Mothers’ Council, has secured 
the permission of the owner of the- 
Forsyth lot to use it as a public 
playground for a year. 


The playground under the aus- 
pices of the Outdoor Art and Civic 
Association, of New Orleans, La., 
was opened with much ceremony 
on May 16th. 


John D. Rockefeller has turned 
over a big playground to the chil- 
dren of the Upper East Side of 
New York City. It extends from 
64th to 67th Streets and fronts on 
Avenue A. Mr. Rockefeller has 
given instructions to divide the 
ground into three parts, as follows: 
One section for boys under 16, one 
section for grown-up lads, and one 
for the little tots. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., will this year 
have eleven vacation schools, twen- 
ty-two vacation playgrounds, three 
open-air playgrounds, seven play- 
grounds for the use of mothers and 
babies, and two evening roof play- 
grounds. 


The formal opening of the Union 
Settlement’s new playground on 
May 12th drew a throng of 300 
Providence, R. I., youngsters to 
the scene. 


The playground apparatus for 
the park system of Racine, Wis., 
is being put in place for use during 
the coming season, 


The ladies of the “Valentine 
Mothers’ Club” gave a benefit per- 
formance at the Colonial Theatre, 
the proceeds of which make play- 
grounds for the cihldren of Rich- 
mond, Va., an assured thing. 
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The Playground Association of 
America was represented at the 
National Conference of Charities 
and Corrections, held at Richmond, 
Va., May 6th to 13th. 


The Playground Association of 
Scranton, l’a., plans to sell ten 
thousand buttons with a catchy 
motto on the face to stir up inter- 
est in the playground movement. 
The buttons will be sold at ten 
cents each, 

A mass meeting was held at the 
Poli Theatre on May toth for the 
benefit of the public playgrounds. 
The meeting was presided over by 
Mayor Dimmick. The _ principal 
speakers were Jacob Riis and Rev. 
Joseph Odell. The subscription 
taken up after the meeting amount- 
ed to 53,395. 


The offer of the Board of Water 
Commissioners of Trenton, N. J., 
te turn over the old city reservoir 
to the Public Playgrounds Commis- 
sion for use as a playground was 
accepted by the commissioners on 
May 6th. Work will begin as soon 
as financial assistance is received. 


Mayor Elias P. Mann, of Troy, 
N. Y., has notified the Woman's 
Improvement League that the play- 
ground will soon be opened and 
that the city will provide a care- 
taker. 


At a meeting of the Common 
Council of Taunton, Mass., on 
March 26th, an order was intro- 
duced for the appointment of a 
committee to consider the purchase 
or lease by the city, of a tract of 
land near the center of the city for 
use as a public playground. 
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Under the direction of the Y. M. 
C. A. and the Public Playgrounds 
Commission, a plan has been com- 
pleted that is intended to give every 
baseball club in Trenton, N. J., on 
which the players are 18 years old 
or under a chance to play in a 
regularly organized league. 


Under the direction of City 
Clerk William Mahony the vari- 
ous public playgrounds in the city 
of Springfield, O., are being put in 
shape for the baseball season. 


On the North Common a play- 
ground has been established for the 
children and apparatus placed 
thereon. The apparatus is very 
substantially built, and there was 
occasion that it should be. It was 
in constant use during the season, 
and its strength and endurance 
were tried to the utmost. The ex- 
perience with playgrounds in both 
of the Commons warrants the view 
that they should be made in other 
parts of the city. The expense in- 
cident to the care of the apparatus 
is small, and there are many vacant 
spaces in the city that can be ob- 
tained by lease for a very moderate 
rental. (Extract from the Fifth 
Annual Report of the Park Com- 
missioners of the City of Lowell, 
Mass. ). 


The newly-formed Playground 
Association of Scranton, Pa., has 
asked the City Council for an ap- 
propriation of $5,000 to carry on 
the work during the coming sum- 
mer. Mayor Dimmick has shown 
his interest in the movement by 


contributing S100 to the Play- 
ground Association. The following 
is taken from School Controller 


Evans’ endorsement of school yard 
playgrounds: 


“T am thoroughly in 
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favor of the movement on foot in 
regard to using the school yards as 
public playgrounds. They are the 
property of the people and the peo- 
ple should have the use of them. 
They are not in use nearly three 
months in the summer, and that is 
a time when they are most needed 
for such purposes. I would favor 
equipping the grounds with hori- 
zontal bars and other appliances 
for the amusement of the children. 
I think that in many instances too 
much of the school yard has been 
reserved for lawn and shrubbery. 
We believe in beautifying the 
grounds so as to make them attrac- 
tive, but not at the expense of 
the playgrounds.” “Public Play- 
grounds” was the topic presented 
at the evening service of every 
church in Scranton on April 26th. 


The Tree and Park Commission 
of Augusta, Ga., is also engaged 
upon the playground feature. <A 
baseball diamond is now being 
equipped in May Park. It is also 
planned to put in playground ap- 
paratus for the use of the young 
folks. 


The Senate amendment raising 
the amount appropriated for the 
playgrounds of Washington, D. C., 
trom $1,500 to $15,000 was agreed 
to by the House, and the money 
made immediately available. 


West Chester, Pa., is trying to 
organize a playground association. 
The following is taken from the 
News: “In every city where this 
great boon for the children and the 
public welfare has already been 
made a success it has been started 
and liberally aided by voluntary as- 
sociations of private citizens. It is 
a movement that needs the impetus 
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of active and unceasing interest by 
the women, not less than the mas- 
culine organizations of the city, to 
start, sustain and widen it.” 


Members of the Civic Improve- 
ment Committée of the Board of 
Trade of Wilmington, Del., have 
made arrangements with a number 
of owners of vacant lots by which 
the lots can be used as playgrounds 
for the children of the neighbor- 
hood. 


Toronto, Canada, is forming a 
playground association. A meeting 
was held in the office of J. J. Kelso 
at which representatives of many 
public societies were present. 


Watervliet, N. Y., is to have a 
“Tag Day” for the benefit of the 
children’s playground. 


The Jermeyn Estate has offered 
a plot 100 by 150 feet for use as a 
public playground for the children 
of Scranton, Pa. It is located in 
Penn Avenue, in the very heart of 
the city. 


Seattle, Wash., has eight play- 
grounds under construction, two of 
which will be opened this summer, 
namely, the one at Lincoln Park 
and the other on what is known 
as the Hill Tract. 


The Davis Realty Company of 
Sioux City, Ia., has extended to 
the Park Commissioners the free 
use of a tract of land for play- 
ground and park purposes. It em- 
braces an area of nearly forty 
acres. 


The Winter Hill Improvement 
Association of Somerville, Mass., 
will extend its gardens during the 
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coming season. Playgrounds for 
the children, baseball grounds for 
the older boys, and a croquet 
ground for all who desire it, are 
also being provided by the Asso- 
ciation. 


Plans for a playground in Corbin 
Park, Spokane, Wash., are being 
drafted by the Park Superin- 
tendent and the Engineer. 


The city authorities of St. Louis, 
Mo., have taken over the play- 
grounds’ started by _ charitable 
women. In 1900 when the first 
playground was started, 325 chil- 
dren were benefited by it; in 1907 
there were 17 playgrounds with an 
attendance of nearly 32,000 chil- 
dren. A Public Recreation Com- 
mission has been established. 


The purchase of a playground 
on East 37th and 38th Streets was 
approved by the Sinking Fund 
Commissioners of Cleveland, O., 
on April 29th. It will be laid out 
as a small park and playground for 
little children. About $7,000 is to 
be expended on the improvement. 


The Women’s Civic Improvement 
League of Kalamazoo, Mich., ex- 
pects to have the Lovell Street 
playgrounds well equipped with ap- 
paratus for the use of the children 
this summer, with a competent 
physical director in charge. 


The high school boys of Dolge- 
ville, N. Y., are devoting some of 
their time after school hours to 
manual labor on the proposed play- 
grounds of that town, in the way of 
grading and otherwise getting them 
into shape. 


In his annual message to the 
council, the mayor of McKeesport, 
Pa., recommends that from $500 
to $1,000 be appropriated for the 
purpose of establishing playgrounds 
for the children during the sum- 
mer months, 


A generous portion of the John 
Henes Park, lying along the shore 
of the Menominee where bathing is 
the finest is to be set apart for the 
unrestricted use of the children of 
Marquette, Mich. 


The Women’s Club of New Bed- 
ford, Mass., has promised to con- 
tinue to look after the playgrounds 
during the coming summer. 


The Business Men’s Association 
of Franklin, Mass., is educating 
public opinion to the need of public 
playgrounds for the youth of the 
city. 


A May Carnival will be given 
by the Young Ladies’ Playground 
Association for the benefit of the 
playgrounds of Columbus, O. 


The Augusta, Me., Journal is 
making an active campaign for 
playgrounds for that city. 


Dr. William C. Peters is agi- 
tating the playground question in 
Bangor, Me. He lectured before 
the Twentieth Century Club on the 
subject on May 22d. 


Grounds near school buildings at 
South St. Paul, Minn., will be con- 
verted into public playgrounds. 
The children have been playing in 
the streets and the School Board 
will spend some money in improv- 
ing lots near the schools. 
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Spalding New All Steel 
Equipments 


All Steel Ladders 


Perfectly shaped—smooth- 
ly finished—proof against 
Steel Sliding Poles weather, time and abuse— 
no splinters—no breaks—no 


accidents. 


Steel Parallels 


Steel Teeters Patents pending. Infringe- 


ments will not be tolerated 
and will be promptly and 


energetically prosecuted. 


Steel Swings 


Catalog now ready 


WRITE US 
etc. 


A. G. SPALDING & BROS. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO LONDON 
Factory : CHICOPEE, MASS. 
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LOCAL SECRETARIES FOR EMPLOYMENT OF 
PLAYGROUND WORKERS. 


The local secretaries whose names are given below will be glad to receive com- 
munications from cities desiring supervisors and teachers during the coming summer. i 1) 
Dickey, Mr. Frank A.—Columbia University—New York City. abs 
Klock, Miss M. Lena—N. H. State Normal School—Plymouth, N. H. 
Hinman, Miss Jane L.—State Normal School—Trenton, N. J. 


Himes, Miss Jessie S.—State Normal School—Oneonta, N. Y. ; { 
White, Frank W., M. D.—Temple University—Philadelphia, Pa. 
McCaleb, Miss E.—Vassar College—Poughkeepsie, N. Y. f 

Long, Mr. W. C.—State Normal School—Lock Haven, Pa. i j 

Arey, Miss Bertha M.—State Normal School—Johnson, Vt. va 
Perry, Mr. W. S.—Pratt Institute, Broklyn, N. Y. | 
Philips, Mr. G. M.—State Normal School—West Chester, Pa. ' i 


Lough, Prof. James E.—New York University—New York City. 


Lane, Mr. F. C.—Boston University—688 Boylston St., Boston. ,_* 
Cline, Mr. A. P.—University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. inh * 
Barr, Mr. William Francis—Drake University—Des Moines, Ia. 
Swan, Miss Annie L. D.—State Normal School—Mansfield, Pa. a 
Kenyon, Mr. A. M.—Purdue University—Lafayette, Ind. ANd 


Caswell, Miss Mary—Wellesley College—Wellesley, Mass. 

Lamkin, Miss Nina B.—State Normal School—Macomb, III. 

turton, Prof. Harry E.—Dartmouth College—Hanover, N. H. 

Clevenger, Mr. Z. G.—Nebraska Wesleyan University—University Place, Neb. 


Wells, Mr. Edgar H.—Harvard University—Cambridge, Mass. Hl 
Slaught, Mr. E. H.—University of Chicago—Chicago, III ‘ 


Raymond, Mr. H. M.—Armour Institute of Technology—Chicago, III. ofl 
Gilman, Miss Grace M.—Posse Gymnasium—206 Massachusetts Ave., Boston. : 
Fling, Mr. Harry R.—State Normal School—Oshkosh, Wis. 

Davis, Dr. B. F.—Ohio State Normal School—Oxford, O. 

Arnold, Dr. E. H.—New Haven Normal School of Gymnastics--New Haven, Conn. 

McCurdy, Mr. H. J.—Springfield Y. M. C. A. Training School—Springfield, Mass. 

Savage, Dr. Watson S.—N. Y. School of Physical Education—308 W. soth St., N. Y. City. 

Groot, Prof. G. G.—Ohio Wesleyan University—Delaware, O. 

Hanna, Dr. Delphine—Oberlin College—Oberlin, O. 

Gilson, Miss Anne—Boston Normal School of Gymnastics—Huntington Ave., Boston. 

Angell, Prof. E. D.—University of Wisconsin—Madison, Wis. 

Minnich, Dr. H. C.—Miami University—Oxford, O. 

Kitchel, Mr. C. L.—Yale University—New Haven, Conn. 

Director of Physical Culture—State Normal School—Mansfield, Pa. 

Naismith, Dr. James—University of Kansas—Lawrence, Kan. 

Long, Mr. Joyce R.—Leland Stanford Junior University—Stanford University, Cal. 

Mack, Mr. Roy—Kansas Wesleyan University—Salina, Kan. : 


McAlvay, Miss Barbara—University of Michigan—115 Park Terrace, Ann Arbor, Mich. | 
Meisner, Miss Clara—State Nomal School—Ellensbury, Wash. 
Hinkston, Miss Ethel G.—Mechanics’ Institute—Rochester, N. Y. : 


Grant, Dean—Northwestern University—Chicago, III. 

Roberts, Prof. D. H.—Michigan State Normal College—Ypsilanti, Mich. 

Shafer, Prin. Harry M.—State Normal School—Cheney, Wash. 

Pratt, Miss J. L.—Columbia University—Teachers’ College, New York. 

Deerwester, Prof. Frank—State Normal School—Bellingham, Wash. 

Howkins, Prin. George K.—State Normal School—Plattsburg, N. Y. 

White, Frank, M. D.—Temple University—Philadelphia, Pa. 

Foster, Dr. E. H. T.—Training School, Y. M. C. A.—824 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 

Hotchkiss, Prof. Willard E.—Northwestern University—Evanston, III. 

Graves, Mr. E. V.—Lawrence University—Appleton, Wis. i} 
Provost, Mr. N. L.—University of Nebraska—s34 N. 16th St., Lincoln, Neb. . 

Glotfelter, Mr. J. H.—Kansas State Normal School—Emporia, Kan. 

Fischer, Miss Edna Salome—-State Normal School—Mankato, Minn. 

Paulin, Miss Dorothy—Western University of Pennsylvania—Allegheny, Pa. 

Tones, Miss M. L.—-Western Normal School—Kalamazoo, Mich. : 
Scott, Mr. James R.—University of California—Berkeley, Cal. 

Bolton, Prof. Frederick E.—State University of Iowa—Iowa Cfty, Ia. bh 
Bowen, W. P.—Michigan State Normal College—Ypsilanti, Mich. e* 
Goodfellow, Miss Maud A.—State Normal School—Fitchburg, Mass. 
Lull, Prof. H. G.-—-University of Washington—Seattle, Wash. 
Secretary—Sargent Normal School—Cambridge, Mass. halk 
Laubach, Mr. Frank C.—Prineeton University—Princeton, N. J. i 
Briggs, Mr. A. I Central State Normal School—Drain, Ore. 
Mitchell, Prof. ]. %.—Normal School—Milwaukee, Wis. 
Allen, Mr. H. R.— Normal College of No. American Gymnastic Union—sIndianapolis, Ind. ty 
Churbuck, Mr. Alton C.—State Normal School—Salem, Mass. } 
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Executive Committee 


American, Miss Sadie—448 Central Park West—-New York City. 
Amimon, Mrs. Samuel—The Kenmawr—Pittsburg, Pa. 

Addams, Miss jane—Hull House—Chicago, 

Bergen, Mrs. Tunis G.—101 Willow St.—Brooklyn, N. Y,. 

Bradstreet, Howard—i0os5 East 22d St.—New York City. 

Clark, Mr. Ellery H.-—321 Tremont St.—Boston, Mass 

Claxton, Supt. P. P.- ~U niversity of Tennessee—Knoxville, Tenn. 
Curtis, Dr. Henry S.—z205 Ouray Building—Washington, D. C. 
Coldren, Mr. Fred G.—Century Building—Washington, LD. C 
DeGroot, Mr. E. B.—57th St. and Cottage Grove Avenue—Chicago, III. 
Dunning, Mr. A. W.—St. Paul, Minn. 

Foster, Mr. J. Frank—s7th St. and Cottage Grove Avenue—Chicago, III. 
Gulick, Dr. Luther Haisey—624 Madison Avenue—New York City. 
Hetherington, Prof. Clark W.—University of Missouri—Columbia, Mo. 
Hofer, Miss Amalie—The Commons, Chicago, III. 

Hofer, Miss Marie R.—Teachers College—New York City 

Kennard, Miss Beulah— 417 Denniston Avenue—Pittsburg, Pa. 

Kober, Dr. George M.—1600 T St. N. W.—Washington, 1. C. 

Lee, Mr. Joseph—1o1 Tremont St.—Boston, Mass 

McDowell, Miss Mary—University Settlement—C hic igo, Ill. 
Macfarland, Hon. Henry B. F.—District Building—Washington, D. C. 
Meylan, Dr. George L.—Columbia University—New York City. 

Miller, Dr. Wallace—408 West Goodale St.—Columbus, Ohio. 

Mussey, Mrs. Ellen Spencer—Washington, D 4 

Beyacide, James Bronson- 500 Fifth Avenue—New York 

Scudder, Mr. Myron T.—New Paltz Normal School—New Paltz, N. Y. 
Simkhovitch, Mrs. Vladimir G.—26 Jones St.—New York City. 

Stewart, Mr. Seth T.—857 Prospect Place—Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Stewart, Miss Mary B.—120 West aust St.- Baltimore, Md. 

Stoneroad, Dr.. Rebecca—1330 Wallach Place—W ashington, 
Stokes, Mr. Pre G. Phelps—1oo William St.—New York City. 

Tabor, Mr. Francis H.—1:oth St. and Avenue A—New York City. 
Tower, Miss Ellen M.—Lexington, Mass. 

Veiller, Mr. Lawrence—105 East 22d St.—New York City. 

Wald, Miss Lillian D.—Nurses’ Settlement—New York City. 

Warburg, Mr. Felix M.—New York City. 

Weller, Mr. Charles F.—811 G St.—Washington, D. C. 

Woodruff, Mr. Clinton Rogers—7o1 North American Building—Philadelphia, Pa. 


Allison, Mr. Harry A.—11 Carmine Avenue—Buffalo, N. Y. 

Allen, Mr. Lafon—Louisville, Ky. 

Arthur, Mrs. Clara B.—96 Boston Boulevard—Detroit, Mich. 

Baldwin, Mr. William H.—1415 21st St. N. W.—W ashington, D. C. 
Beiderhaise, Miss Josephine—zo2 West 86th St.—New York city. 
Buckingham, Mrs. Clarence—653 The Rookery, Chicago, III. 

Carrington, Mr. James M.—z21 Warren St.- New York City. 

Chase, Mr. John H.—7z25 Lombard St.—Philadelphia, Pa 

Crawford, Mr. Andrew Wright—701 Stephen-Girard Building—Philadelphia, Pa. 
DeLacy, Judge William H.—Juvenile Court—Washington, D. C. 

Ehler, Dr. G. W.—Board of Education— level and, Oh 110. 

Fisher, Dr. George J.—3 West 29th St.—New York City. 

Frame, Mrs. George—2227 Calvert St.—Baltimore, Md. 

Frost, Mr. Edward—Wells Building, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Garrett, Mr. Robert—Baltimore, Md. 

Greeley, Mrs. Frederick—822 Opera House Block—Chicago, III. 

Hatch, Mr. Wallace—s3 Delong Building—Philadelphia, Pa 

Heller, Mrs. Harriet H.—z2205 South toth St.—Omaha, Neb. 

Hepbron, Mr. George T.—21 Warren St.—New York City. 

Kelley, Mr. David—6o Clifton St.—Newark, N 

Leland, Mr. Arthur—Flat 2, The Seville—St Paul, Minn. 

Lindsay, Prof. Samuel McCune—Columbia University—New York City. 
Lindsey, Judge Ben B.—Juvenile Court—Denver, Col 

McKenzie, Prof. R. Tait—University of Pennsylvania—Philadelphia, Pa. 
McKiernan, W. J.—City Hall—Newark, N. J 

Misch, Mrs. Caesar—6o1 Elmwood Avenue—Providence, R. I. 

Olmstead, Mr. Frederick Law—Brookline, Mass 

Parker, Mr. George A.—Supt. of Parks—Hartford, Conn. 

Perkins, Mr. Dwight H.—224 City Hall—Chicago, III 

Peters, Miss Mabel—Echo Hill—Westfield, Kings County, N. B. 

Putnam, Dr. Helen C.—Providence, R. I. 

Rainey, Mrs. Henry T.—Carrollton, III. 

Ropeer, Mr. Louis W.—311 Walnut St. S. E.—Minneapolis, Minn. 
Rudolph Mr. Cuno H.—1332 New York Avenue—Washington, D. C. 
Sargent, Prof. D. A.—Hemenway Gymnasium, Harvard Univ.—Cambridge, Mass. 
Shaw, Mr. Edgar D.—Washington Times Washington, D. C, 

Sleman, Mr. John B., Jr.—Bond —— ng, Washington, D. C. 
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